
GROW IN CHRIST
 Study Notes for November 7, 2021: Groundwork of Growth

Matthew 22:36–40 English Standard Version (ESV)
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and
first command- ment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

John 13:34–35 ESV
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also
are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.”

Can we separate loving God and loving people? Why? Why not? Do you have any experiential
examples that are negative/positive in this regard? 

1 John 1:5–7 ESV
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

James 2:14–17 ESV
What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith
save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to
them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body,
what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.

1 Corinthians 13:13 ESV
So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

DISCUSS: Love does not mean blind tolerance. We love each other toward spiritual maturity.

2 Timothy 2:15 ESV
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.

Hebrews 6:1–2 ESV
Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a
foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, and of instruction about
washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

How do we recognize maturity?


